‘ 

‘ 

‘ 


difcovered the or 


WHEREI 


of all Schifme. 


5 


ie 


Is br 


~ 


t 


rin 


ed for 164 


» 


| | 
; 
| CONC ‘a. 
ERNING =| 
| 
‘ 
iminall caufes A 
a 
& 
| = | 
Written by a Learne icious Divine fai 
é- 
iv 
| \ y ey 
i 
A 


3 
” 
¢ 
| 
@ 
e 
A 
i 


# 
4 
; 
> 
| 
\ 
} 
j 
‘ 
ry 
| 


m eand as they are commonly ufed, 
are two Theological fcar crows, with which 
® they who ufe to uphold a party in Religion, 
ufe co fright away fuch, as making enquiry in- 
to it, are ready to relinquith and coped it, if it 


appeare either erronious or fufpitious; for as Plutarch reports 


ofa Painter, who having unskilfully painted a Cock, chafed 
away all Cocks & Hens, that fo the imperfeétion of his Art 
might not appeare by comparifon with Nature; fo men 
willing for ends to admit of no fancy but their own, endea- 
vour to hinder an enquiry into irby way of comparifon of 
fomewhat with it, peradventure truer,that fo the deformity 
of their own might not appeare: but howfoeyer in the com- 
mon manage Herefi je and Schifme are but ridiculous tearmes, 
yet the things i in themfelves are of very cohfiderable mo- 
ment, the one offending againft Truth, the:other againft 
Charity, and therefore both deadly, when dl ley are not by 
imputation, but in deed. 4 
Tris then a matter of no fmall importance, § 


ruly to def cry 


. the nature of them, and they on the contrgry ftrengthen 


themfelves, who through the iniquity of me and neha 
charged withthem. . 
Schifme 
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Tract concerning Schifme. 

Schifm (for of Herefie we fhall not now treat, except it be 
by accident, and that by occafion of a generall miftake, 
{pread through all the writings of the Ancients, in which 


a their names are familiarly confounded ) Schi/me, | fay, upon 


the very found of the word imports divifion, Div:fion is 
not but where Communion is or ought to be: now Commu- 
nion \s the ftrength and ground of all Society whether Sa- 
cred or Civill, whofoever therefore they bee that offend a- 


-gainft this.-Common fociety and triendlineffe of men, if it. 


be in civil occafions, are guilty of Sedition or Rebellion, if 


it be by reafon of Ecclefiaftigall difference, they are guilty of 


Sch.fme: So that Schifme is an Ecclefiasticall fedition, as Se- 
‘dition is 2 lay Schifme, yet the great benefitof Communion ; 
notwithftanding in regard of divers diftempers men are fub- 
je& to, Diflention and Difunion are often neceflary For. 


when either falfe and uncertaine Conclufions are obtruded 
for truth, and Acts either unlawfull, or miniftrin2 juft 
{cruple are required of us to be perform’d inthefe cafes, 


confent were confpiracy, and open conteftation is not facii- 


on or Schifme, but due Chriftian animofity. 
For the opening therefore of the nature of Sch:fme, fonie- 
thing muft be added by way of difference to diutinguith it 


_ from neceflary feparatioa, and thatis, that the caufe upon — 
which divifion is attempted, proceed not from Paflion, or 


from Diftemper, or from Ambition, or Avarice, or fuch 
other ends, as humane folly is apt to purfuie, but from well 
weighed and neceflary reafons, and that when all other 
meanes having been tryed., nothi1g will ferve to fave us. 


from guilt of Confcience, but open feparation, fo that 

~ Srhifme, if we would define it,is nothing elfe but an unne-— 
ceflary feparation of Chriftians from that part of the vifible 
~ Church, of which they were once members; now as in 
- muttinies and civill diflentions, there are two attendants in 
- Ordinary belonging unto them: one the Choyie of an Ele- 
- tor or Guide, in place of the Generall or Ordinary Gover- 
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. forthe dividing parts to meet in publiquely. 


A Tract concerning Schifme. | 

nor,to rule and guide,the other the appointingof fome pub- - 
dique place,or Randevous, where publike megtings be _ 
So in Church difientions and quarrels, two ap- . 
purtenices there are, which ferveto make Schijue compleat. 

. Firft, inthe choyce of a Bi/hop, in oppofitign to the for- 
mer,(a thing very frequent amongft the Ancignts, & which — 
times was the caufe and effec of Schifrie. 
Secondly, the ereéting of a new Churchtaad Oratory, 
for ull this be , 


Jone, the Sch:{me is but yet inthe wombe. = 
 _Inthat late famous Controverfie in Hollandg De Pradesti- 
natione ¢> anxilis, as long as the difagreeing parties went no 
Schifme was 


further than Difpures and Pen Combats, the. 
—allthat while unhatch’d, but afloone as one party {weptan 


old Cloyfter , and by a prety Art fuddeifly made it a 
Church, by putting a new Pulpit init, for §he feparating 

party chere to meet ; now what before was afControverfie 
became a formall Schifme. To know no moréthen this, if 

you take it to be true, had been enough to digc& how you 
are to judge,and what to think of Schifime and Sehi(matiques, 
vet becaufe of the Ancients, by whé many are thore affright- 
ed than hurt) much is faid and many fearcfull doomes, pro- 
nounc’d in'this cafe, we will difcend a lite confider of 


Schifme as it were by way of ftory, and that gartly further 


to openthat, which we have faid in general byMinftancing in 
particulars, & paztly to difabufe thofe,who revérencing An- 
tiquity more thamnaceds, have fuffered themfel vs to be {cared 
with imputation of Sch:/me,above due meafurg 


sforwhat the 
Ancients fpake by way of cenfure of Schifine i g 


generall ts 
-mofttrue, for they faw (and it is no great matter to fee fo 
much that unadvifed and open fancy to break the knot of u- 
nion, betwixt and man (efpecially amongft Chriftians, 
upon qbove all ‘ind of men,the tye @flove & cé- 
munion doth moftef reft)was a crime hardly pardo; 
nable,& that nothing «volves men fr6 the guilt of it, but true. 
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4 Tradt concerning Schifmne. 
and unpretended Confcience, yet when they came to pro- 
nounce of Schifme in particular,(whether it 
their own intereft, or that they faw not thetruth , or for 


_ whatother caufe God only doth know) their judgements 


many times (to {peake moft gently) are juftly to be fufpe- 
&ed, which that you may fee, we will range all Schifme into — 


two ranks. 


Firft is a Schifmme, in which only one party is the Schifma- 


tique: for where caufe of Schifme is neceffary, there not he 


that feparates, but he that is the caufe of feparation is the 
Schifmatique. 
Secondly,there is a Schi/me in which both parties are the 


_ Schifmatiques, for where the occafion of feparation is unne- 


ary, neither fide can be excufed from guilt of Schifme. 
Bur you will aske who fhall be the judge, what is necef- 
fary ? Indeed it is a queftion which hath beene often made, 
but I think f{carcely ever truly anfwered, not becaufe itisa — 
point of great depth or difficulty truly to affoile it, but be- 
canfe the true folution of it carryes fire in the tayle of it (for 


bringeth with it a piece of do@rine, which is feldom plea- 


fing to Superiors) To you for the prefent this fhall fuffice. - 
ff{o be you be animo defecato, if you have cleared your 
felfe from froath and grownes, if neither floath nor feare, 
nor ambition, nor any tempting fpirit of that nature abufe 
you (for thefe and fuch as thefe are the true impediments, 
why both that & other queftions of the like danger are not 
truly anfwered) if all this be, and yet you know not howto © 
frame your refolution,and fettle your felfe for that doubr ; I 
will fay no more of you than was {aid of Papias S. Fohns 
own {chollar, your abilities are not {0 good as I prefumed. 
But to goon with what L intended, and from that that di- 
verted me, that you may the better judge of the nature of 
Schifmes by their occafions, you fhall finde that all Schifines 


“have crept into the Church by one of thefe three ways,ci- 
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firft.1 call that matrer of 
. thine is required to be done by ‘us, which cither weknow, | 
or firongly fufpect to be fo the notable 
Schifime, of which we readé in the-Chuich, containedinic 
matter of fadt, for it being upon error taken forineceilary, 
that an Easter muft be kept and upon 
(if I may {0 fpeake) for i¢ was no leflethana point of Iuda- 
ifme forced upon the Church, upon worfe than error, fay, 
thought further neceflary that the ground of time,,..for” 
kept of that Feaft muft bethe rule left by Afofes to the 
arofe a ftour Queftion, Whether we were to.ce- 
ate with the Fews on the fourteenth Moon, or the Sunday: 
following This matter though moft unneceflary, 
the eparating an nusion wih 
Inthis fantafticall hur- 
Pcannot fee but allthe word wene ‘Schifmatignes, neither 


can any thing excufe chem fromithat 


thisthat we charitably fuppofethat al parties did what 
they did ‘out of Confcience, a: efell them 
through the ignorance oftheir (torl will-netfay 
-throtigh their mulice).and thanthroughathe of 
God, becaufe through floath and blind abedicace men exa- 
mined not the thingsawhichthey were beafts 
butthen, patiey-couched rently wn- 
derwent whatfoever their Superions aid: upon. -by.the 
way, by this we mayplainelyfeethe appeale 
to Antiquity, for refolution coatroverted paints ot Faith. 
how fmall reliefe weiare from thenee ; for af’ 
the difcretion of the chiefeft Guides, and DireGors ‘of the 
‘Church, did in a point: fo fo inconfiderable; {0 


mainely. ‘fayle them, as taifeethe truth inafubje 


“wherein it isthe greateft marvaile, haw they could f'n 
the fight of it, can-we without :the imputation 
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A Traét concerning Schifme. 


Tudges of the queftions now on foot betwixt the Church- 
es; pardonme, I know not what Temptation drew that 


from me. 


The next Schifme which had in it matter of fact, is that 
of the Donatift, who was perfwaded (at leaft pretended fo) 


that it was unlawfull to converfe or communicate in holy — 
dutyes with men {tained with any notorious fin, for how-- 
foever, that Aujffen do {pecifie only the Tharificati and Tra- 
ditores and Likellatict, ec. as if he feparated only from 


thofe, whom he foundtobe fuch, yet by neceflary pro- 
portion, he muft referre to all notorious finners, upon 
this he taught that in all places , where good and bad 
were mixt together, there could be no Church by reafon 


of Pollution, cooperating a way from finners, which 
bhafted righteous perfons, which converfed with them, 


and made all uncleane,on this ground, feparat ing himfelfe 
from all that he lift to fufpe,he gave out, that the Church 
was no where to be fond bus inhim, and his Affociates , 
as being the only men among whom wicked perfons found 
no fhelter, and by confequence the only cleare and unpol- 


luted company,and therefore the only Church. Againit 


this Saint laid down this Conclufion, Unita- 


tem Ecclefie per totum Mundum non 


effe differendam, which is indeed the whole {umme of that 
Fathers difputation againft the Donatiffs. Now in one 
part of this Controverfie, one thing is very remarkable. 
The truth was there, where it was by mcere chance , and 
might have been on either fide, the reafon brought by ei- 
ther party notwith{tanding , for though it were De facto 
falfe, that pars Donati fhut up in —ffrickes was the 


only Orthodoxe pasty, yet it might be true, notwith- 
ftanding any thing , Sains 4 «¢uftin brings to confite it, 
andon the contrary, though it were de facto true, that 
part of Chriftrans difperfed over the whole Farth were 
Orthodox , yet it might have beene falfe, notwithftand-_ 
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A Tract concerning Schifimes. 


‘ 


ing any thing Saint  bringsi to confi 


it. For where ‘or amongft whom of how! many ther: 


Church fhall bee , or it is a thing indifferent it may be 
in any number more or leffe, it may be *Place, 
‘Countrey , or Nation, it may bein all, and#for ought I 
know, it may be in none, without the prejudice to the 
definition of a Church, or the truth of the Gofpell; 
North or Sowth, many or few, difperfed in many 
places , or confined to one: None of thefe do either 
proove or difproove a Church. 


i 


Now this Schifme, and likewife that former to awile 


man that well underftands the matter in Controverfie,; - 


may afford perchance matter of pity, to fte’men fo 
- ftrangely diftraéted upon fancy, but of doubt or trouble 
what to do it can yeeld none; for though ig this Schifme 


the Donatiit bee the Schifmatiques, and ig the former 


both parties bee equally ingaged in the Sch&ifmeo., yet 
you may fafely upon your occafions communicate 


with either , if fo bee you flatter, neither in~ their 


Schifme : For why might not it bee lawful to go to 
Church with the Dowatifi, or to celebrary 
the Quartodeciman , if occafion fo require¥ fince nei- 
ther Nature, nor Religion, nor-Reafon doth fuggeft any 
thing of moment to the contrary ¢ For in, all publique 
meetings pietending holyneffe, fo there be nothing done, 


but what true Devotion and piety brooke, why may not. 


I beprefent in them, and ufe communication with them s, 


Nay, what if thofe to whom the execution of sie publik fer- 


vice is committed, do fomething either unfeemely or fufpi- 
tious, or peradventure unlawfull? what if the g¢rments they, 
weare be cenfured, nay indeed be fufpitious ¢ ‘what if the 
gefture or adoration to be ufed to the Altars,asriow we have 

learn’d to {peak ¢ what if the Homilift have preached , or 
— delivered any doétrine of the truth, of the whic 


perfwaded athing which very often fals: 


1we are not 
out: yet for. 
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~ Sdnalty to beare a. part in therafelves; The Priefts under 


though.of fate it hath had very 
Benorance did confpire , I fay , untill the Rout did fet up 


+ Come we then to confider a little of the fecond fort of 


may notfeparate, except we be conftrained per- 


Ely had fo tl demeaned themfelves about the dayly facri- 
fice, thatthe Scripturetels us, they made them to. ftink, 
yct the People refufed mot to come to. the Tabernacle, nor 
to bring their Sacrifice to the Prieft , for in thofe Schifmes — 
which concerne fact , can be a juft caufe of refu-— 
fing of Conimunion ,. but only to require the execution of 
fore unlawful or fufpected act, for not only in reafon, but 
in Religiontoo, that maxime admits of no releafe, cautif- 


afque quod dubitas ne feceris , \ong it 


was crethe Church fell upon Schifme, upon this occafion, 


ht many, for untill the fecond 
Counccll of Nice_,. in which concileable Superftition and 


bmage-worfhip, there was not amy remarkable Schifme 


upon jult occasion of faét, alithe reft of Schifmesof that. 
_ kind were but wantons, this was truely ferious; in this — 
the Schofmaticall party was the Synod it rig and fuch as 


conépired withit , for concerning the ufe of Images in fa- 


 Firft, it is acknowledged byall that itisathing unne: 


ceffary.. 


Secondly, it is by moft fifpected. f 
Thirdly, iris by many held utterly unlawfull, can then 


the enjoyning of fucha thing be ought but abufe or 

can the refufall of Communion here bethought any other . 
thing thamdus:y Here orupon the like occafion to fepa-_ 
‘rate, may peradventure bring perionall trouble or danger, 


(againft which it concernes any honeft man, tohave pe- 


| Gus Praparatam) further harnie it cannot do, fo that in 


thefe cafes you cannot be to feeke what to thinke , or what 


Schifme, arifing upon occafion of variety of opinion: it ee : 
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they tefted here, but upon pretence 
(which is none) or Tradition (which forthe moft partis 


but they have peremptorily conclu 
fidently impeled 


_ the Church to be at the worft but Schifme: 


beenthe common dileafe of Chriftians from the beginning; 
not to content themfelves ; with that me#fure of Faith, 
which God and Scriptures have exprefly affiprded' us, but 


ont of a vaine defire to: know more than is , they 
have attempted to devife things , of which wee have no 


light , neither from Reafon nor Revelation, neither ‘have 


d, andcon- 


nit] upon other a neceflity 
concluftons of that nature , and to ft 
have broken out into divifions and fa@ions man 
foman, Synod to Synod ; till the peace of th ‘Chure h 
vanifhed , without all poffibiliry of recall : ‘hence arofe 
thofe ancient, and marty feparations amongft Chriftians , 
occafioned by Arianifme, Eutychianifme, Nestoriani[we , 


en them! 


they were called Herefies, for Herefie is an a& of the will, rot 


thereafon, and is indeed alye and not a miftake, clfe 


how could that of Anifen go for trie , Errare p-f- 


fum , Hareticus effe nolo: indeed Manicham{me , Vaten- 

tintanif{me, Macedoniani{me, Mahometifme, are truely and 
properly Herefies: For we ktiow that the Authors of them 

received them not , but invented themthemfelves, and fo 
knew what they taught to be a lye: but can any man a- 


vouch that Arinvs and Nefforius, and others that taught 
erronioufly concerning the Trinity , and the perfon of our 


Sav tour, did milicioufly invent what they tanght, 
_and not rather fall upon it by error and miffaker till that be 
done , and upon good evidence , we will thinke no worfe 


of all parties than needs we muft , and take thefe Rents in 
upon matter of 
not a point of 

any 


opinion, in which cafe what we to do, 


of Church authortic 


entertayning 


Photintani{me, Sabellianifme,and more bothancients, 
and in our own time, all which: 


eed are but names of 
Schi{m: howfoever in the common language of the Fathers, 
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_ amy great depth of underftanding to difcover, if fo be di- 


A Traéh concerning Schifmne. 


ftemper and partialiry do not intervene: Ido not {ee that. 
epinionum varittas opinantium .unitas , are Ansan, 


—or that men of different opinions.m Chriftian Religion ,may 
.not hold communion in. Sacris., and both go to.one 


4 


Church, why may,Lnotgo,it,occafion require, to an A> 
rian Church, fo there be no. Arianifme expreft in their. 


Liturgy, and, were Lyturgies and Publique formes of 
Service fo framed , as that they admitted not of parti- 
cular and priyate.fancies., but contained. onely fuch 
things , as in which all Chriftians do agree , Schifmes 
on ae were utterly vanifhed : for confider of all 


the 
from. them whatfoever .is {candalous to.any party , and 


iturgies that are and ever have beene, and remove 


Jeave nothing but .what.all agree on,. and the evill hall 
be, that the publique Service and Honour of G O.D. 


fhall no wayes fuffer, Whereas to load our publique 
formes , with the, private fancies upon which. we differ, 
is the moft foveraign way to,perpetuate Schifmes unto 
the Worlds end; Prayer , Confeffion , Thankfgiving, 


Reading of Scriptures , Adminiftration of Sacraments, 


\ 


in the playneft and the fimpleft manner, were matter 
enough to furnifh ont a fufficient Liturgy., though no- — 
thing either of private opinion, or of Church Pomp, _ 

of Garments, or prefcribed Geftures , .of Imagery , of 
Mafick . of matter concerning the Dead , of many fu- 
perfuitics which creepe into the Church, under the 
4 of Order , and Decency , did» interpofe it 
To charge Churches and Liturgies, with thinzs unne- 
otis was the firft beginning of all fuperftition, and when 
{cruple of Confcience began to be made or pretended, there, 


Schifme began to breake in, ifthe fpeciall Guides and Fa- 
thers of the Church would be a little {paring -of incum- 
being Churches with fuperfluities, or not over-rigid either 
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in reviving obfolete Cuftomes, or impofeng new, thei¢, 
would be farre lefle caufe of Schifmes or Superfiition, and. 
all ‘the inconvenience were likely, to enfue.would: be but’ 
this, they fhould in fodoing yeeld a little toithe imbecillity. 
+} of their Inftriours, a thing which S. Paul would never have 
‘sefufed todo; meane while wherefoever or fufpected 
ie opinions are made a-peece of Church Liturgy , he that fe- 
| arates is not the Schifmatiques , for tt is alike un- 
to /make profeffion of known or fiulpected falfe- 


hood, as to put in practife unlawfull or fufpected actions, -, 
‘The thitd thing I named for matter. of Schifmzs was, 


cA mbition, Umeane Epifcopall Ambition fhewing. it felfe 
efpecially intwo heads , one concerning Pluralities of Bi« 
fhops in divers Seas. . 4riffotle» tels us that neceffity 
gaufeth but fmall faults , but Avartcefand Ambition 
were the mother of great Crimes Epicopall Ambition 
hath made this true, for no occafionjhath produced 
‘more frequent , more continuous , more. fanguincous — 
_ Sché{mes, than this hath done the Seas.of Alexandria, of 
Conftantinople , of Antioch, and above jall of 
doe thus much, and afl Ecclefiafticall 
ftories witneffe no lefle,of which the greateft that con- | 
fifts of faGionating and tumultuating of great and po- 
_ Socrates Apologizing for himfelfe,. that profefling:-to 
write an Ecclefiafticall Story, he did oft-timesinterlacethe 
actions of fecularPrinces and other Civill bufineffe,tels us. 
that he did this to .efrefh his Reader, who otherwife were 


in danger to be cloyd by reading fo much of the A&s of un, | 
quiet and unruly Bifhops, in shich 
man may.fay, they made butter and cheefe one of ano- 
_ ther, for ~ptvev, that I may fhew.youa caft of my old office 
and open you a myftery in Grammar, properly fignifies to 
make butter and cheefe, & becaufe thefe are not made with- 
out much agitatid of a borrow’'d & 
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12 A concerning Schifme. 


re tranflated fignification, fignifies to do things with much a- 


that Work feemes to be akind of Spiriruall Polygamy, 


Butthat { may alittle confider of the two heads, I but 
now fpecified, the firft I mentioned was the Prelaties of 
Bifhops inone Sea. For the 
fince the beginning, atleaft fince the originall of Epifco- 
pacy, 2S now it is, wasneverto admit at once more than 
one wn in one Sea, and fo far in this point have they 
beenc 


generall practife ofthe Church, 


ullto preferve unity, that they would not have a — 


Bifhop in his Sea to have two Cathedrall Churches — 


which thing lately brought usa book out of Frances De 
Monomachia Epifcoporum , written by occafton of the 
of Langres : avho I know not upon what fancy 


Dioceffe but would needs have two, whichto the Author 


it fell out amongft the Ancients very often ; fometimes up- 
onoccafion of difference in opinions , fometimes becaufe 
of thofe who were intereffed in the choyce of Bithops . 
that two and fometimes more were fet up, and allpar-. 
ties ftriving to maintaine their own Bifhop, made them- 
{elves feverall Churches , feverall Congregations , eacis 


yefufing to participate with others , and many times 


proc 


eeding to mutuall excommunications , this is that 
which Cyprian cals Erigere Altare comra Altare , to this 


doth hee impute the originall ef all Church diforders, | 


‘and if you read him, you would thinke he thought no_ 
other Church tumult to bee Schifmes bit this : This 


perchance may plead fome excufe, forthongh in regard 
“of Religion it felfe, it matters not whether there be one 


could not be content with one Cathedrall Church inhis — 


‘ot more Bifhops in onesDioceffe , for Eprphenissreckon- — 
‘ing up the Bifhops of Rome , makes Peter and Pawl the 


‘firft :_ and Saint Auguffin acknowledgeth for a time hee 
Tate fellow Bifhop with his ater. though he ex- 


tufed i, that he did fo by being ignorant that the 


= 
3 
3 


\ 
‘ 
a 
if 
> 
P 
| 
} 
2 
i 
F 
ea 
con- 


contrary had beene decreed. by the Councell of Xice, 


A Tred concerning Scbifine, 


yet ic bcing a thing very convenient for the peace of 
the Churciy to have it 10, neither doth it any whit 
{avour of their mifdemeanor, their, punifhment fleepes 


fringe tr. 


not who unneceffarily and wantonly goe about to in. — 


__, Bar that other head of Epi opall eAmbition, concern 
ing Sapremacy of Bifbops in divers Seas , one ¢layming 
Supremacy over another, as it hath beene from. time 


to time, a great trefpaffe againft the Churches Peace, 
fo it is now the finallruine of ir. The Zaft and we 
through the fury of the two piime Bifhops 


remediably. feparated without ali hope of Reconcile- 
_ ment. And befides all this mifchiefe, it is founded on 
2 vice coatrary to al] Chriftiam humility, wthour 
which no man fhall fee his Sav 2owr; for they do 
tiwade 
any 
- fuperiority over other men further than of Reverence, 
or that any Bifhop is Superior to anorher further than 
Pofitive order agreed vpon 
prefcribed: for wee have beleeved him that hath told 
us thatinle sus there is neitherhigh nor 
low ,and that in giving hono.r, cvery min fhould 
bee ready co preterre anothers betore himiclte, which 


but abafe themielves and others,that would 
us, that Bifhops by Cu k1s 7s Inftitution 


faying cuts off all cluyme certatnly of fuperiority , by 


tle of Chriftianiry , except men thinke that thefe 


things were fpoken onely to poore and 
either -of 


them hath an hand in this heraldry of Secandam (abc ’ 


Nature and Religion agree in this, that n 


fapra , all this comes from Compofition a 


nd a 
ment of men amongft themfelves , 


bufe o f Chriftianity to make ic Lacquey to Ambiti- 


On, is a viee for which I have no extraopdinary~ 
Rame of Ignominy , and-an ordinary I will 


give 
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being ix 


amongft Chriftians hath: 
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14 concerning Schifme, 
it, leaft you fhould take fo tranfcendent a vice to bee 
| Now concerning Sohifme arifing upon thefe heads, => 
cannot be for behaviour much to fecke ,,for you 
may fafely communicate with all parties as occa- 
fion fhall call you, and the Schifmatigques here are all 
_'thefe’who are head of ihe faction, together with all 
thofe who foment it: for privace and indifferent per- 
fons, they may bee fpecarors of thefe contentions as 
- | fecurely in regard of any perill of Confcience, (for of 
a | danger in parfe or perfon, I keepe no account ) as at 
't— @ Cock fight where Serpents fight, who cares who 
a hath the better’ the beft with is thatboth may perifh © 
_, And for conventicles , of the nature of which wee 
dlefire to bee informed, thus much in generall evi- 
dently appeares, that all mcetings upon an unneceffi- 
| ty feparation are to bee fo ftiled, fo that in fenfe a 
 Conveaticle is nothing elfe but a Congregation of 
| Schifmatiques, yet Time hath taken leave fometimes to 
fixthis name good and honeft meetings, and that 
perchance not altogcther without good reafon , for 
withou: publique religious meetings thus it fares, firft 
it hath beene at all times confeffed neceffary , that 
God requiies not only inward and prt.v.te devotion, 
when men citherin theic hearts and Clofers, or with- 
in their private wals , pray , prayfe , confetle and ac- { 
ve knowledge; but he further requires all thofe things to 
., _ be done in publique, by troupes and fhoales of men, 
and from hence have proceedd publique Temples, 
aa —- Alrars , formes of Service, appoynt.d times, and the 
— like, which are required for open Affemblies, yct 
 whilft men are trucly pious, all meetings of men for mu- 
= tuall help of piety & devorion wherfoevcr and by whom- 
foever lebrated,were permitted with utexcepsion. 


i 


But when it was efpyed thar ill affe@ed perf 
bufed private meetings , whether Religious or 
ro ¢vill ends, Religioufneffe to crofle Impicty, as 
-appeares in the E:hnick Elufinia ,and Bacchanalia; and 
-Chriftian meetings under the Pagan Princes , | 

for feare they durft mot come together in open | 
were ch with fowle impu 


vit tations, as ‘by the 
pore of Chriftians themfelves plainely appeares ; and 


 Civill meetings many times utider pretence of frié 
and neighbourly vifi.es, theltered treaforlable atte 
again{t Princes and Common-weales. 
Hence both Church and State joyned, and jay 
_ ly gave order for Formes, Times , Places of } 
- lique meetings, whether for Religious or Civill ¢ 
and all other meetings whatfoever , befides tho{¢_. 
which both Time and Place , are limited -: They 
cenfured for Routs and Riots, and unlawfull Afem- 


blies in the State, and in the Church for Corwen. 


— So that it is i lawfull no not for prayer, for hea. 
_ ring, for Conference, for any other Religious offiec 


_whatloever, for le to affémble o:herwife, then by 
~ publ gue order is a lowed , nekher may we complain 


‘of this in times of corruption,. for why. tharld 


bly may bee performed in publique. 


defire to dothat fufpitioufly in private which 


But in times of manifeft Corruptions andi perfecu- 


tions , wherein Religious Affcmbling is dangerous, 
private meetings howfoever , befides publique oder 


are not only lawfull , but they are of neceffity ne 


duty, clfe how fhall weexcufe Meetings of Chrift 
for publique Service, in time of danger and perfécu- 
tions, and of our felves in Queene Afaries dayes ¢ and 
how will thofe of the Romane Church amongft us, 


her 


iéndly 
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16 A Tract concerning Schifme. 
put off the impuration of Conventicling, who are 
_knowne amongit us privately to affemble for Religi- 
q ous exercife againft all eftablifhed order , both in 7 
a State and Church ¢ For indeed all pious Affemb‘ics 
_ ip times of perfecution and corruption howfocver 
—. | Gifed , are indeed cr rather alone the lawfull Con- 
_ gregations , and Publique Affemblies, though 
| according to forme of Lawe , are indeed no- 
thing elfe but Riots and Conventicl.s, if 
they be ftayned with corruption and 
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